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James 1:1, James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. 2Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

Biblical Examples Of Trials:

Job, Elijah (1 Kings 19) And The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

· “Consider”- The Key To Seeing The Positive Aspects Of Trials Is Getting Your MIND RIGHT!

Isaiah 26:3, You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in You.
· “Whenever”- Trials Are INEVITABLE!

1 Peter 4:12, Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you… 19So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.

Four Keys To Understanding Our Trials:

1) Trials Are TRICKY - “Wrong Responses”
1 Kings 19:12, After the earthquake came a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

2) Trials Are PUZZLING - “Pure Joy” 

1 Peter 1:6, In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith-of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
Romans 8:28, …we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him…

3) Trials Are STRENGTHENING - “Produce Perseverance”

Hebrews 12:1, Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
2 Corinthians 4:16, Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

4) Trials Are BENEFICIAL - “Mature And Complete”

Job 23:10, …when God has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.
Genesis 50:20, You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

A Prescription For Prayer During Trying Times:

Philippians 4:6, Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
What Now?
1. Follow the Pastor’s daily blog “www.johnmarkcaton.com” on the book of James. You can also follow it on Twitter @johnmarkcaton or on Facebook at /johnmark.caton.
2. Join a Life Group@Church or a Life Group@Home for the next 7 weeks as we study the book of James.  To find a Life Group go to our website at cottonwoodcreek.org/lifegroups. An alternative James class will be available on Sundays at 4:15p in room B126.

